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* ] shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death until I have the Infallibility of Human Judgmemt demonstrated to me.’'....Lafayette, 
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COMMUTATION OF PUNISUMENT OF VAN STEEN- 
BURGH AND O'CONNER, 


EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, ? 
Acnany, 22d November, 1840. 4 
Green Moore, Esq., * 
Sheriff of Delaware County. 
Sir,—The official reports of the testimony 
given upon the trials of John Van Steenburgh 
and Edward O'Conner, lately convicted before 


hers. She 
ind it may 
r choice as 
ield some- 
ult for her 
‘ield to her 
will think 
’ for your- 
annot love 
of the murder of Osman N. Steele, 
placed in my hands by the Circuit Judge. 


that your 
reports the statute makes it my duty carefully to 


that you 
confide in 


gives me authority to require the opinion thereon | 

ff the Chancellor, the Justices of the Supreme | 

Court, and the Attorney General, or any of them. 
Upon both of these trials, the question of law | 


janufacture 
application 


this murder, armed and disguised, and engaged in | 


are said t uer particularly described inthe act of the last 


the Court of Over and Terminer of your county, | 
have been > 
These | 
‘that the assault upon Steele was provoked, or 
examine, independently of any application to in-| invited, by a fire from himself upon the disguis- 
terfere with the sentences of the prisoners, and | ed men ; as the testimony upon the trial of O’- 


‘Yet the cases are so novel and extraordinary, 
and the evidences before me are so abundant, of 
| the existence of a deep and wide spread public 
feeling, demanding a further examination into the 

facts and circumstances of these convictions, and 
| into the more minute relations of these defend- 
| ants to that bloody tragedy, that I have felt con- 
| strained to step over this limit, and take a more 
(enlarged view of the momentous question thus 
pressed upon me. 

A most cold, deliberate and cruel murder was 
committed, in the open day, and in the midst of 
a vast concourse of the citizens of this State ; 
and, beyond some five or six, there was nota man 
to raise his hand or his voice against the bloody 
' deed, while hundreds were active and guilty 
participators, directly or remotely, in the dread- 
ful crime. ‘These were citizens of our State as- 
sembled, with arms in their hands, not to defend 
our free institutions, but to beat them down by 
'force; not to sustain the Constitution and the 
i law, but to violate both. The offence, and the 
only offence, of their victim was that he had ex- 
erted himself, upon former occasions, and was 
then exerting himself, as a publie officer of the 
State, to perform the public duty appropriately 
assigned to him, and thus to discharge himself 
from the obligation of the solemn oath upon his 
conscience. It is not true, as has been asserted, 


| 


Conner, positively establishes the fact that his 
pistol was not discharged at all upon that occasion. 
The offence against the law and its officers, which 
moved this body of citizens to armed and bloody 


was raised, whether being present at the time of | resistance against them, in truth was that they 


were to be compelled to fulfil their own volunta- 


resisting the execution of the law, in the man-| ry contracts, and to pay debts, which they had 


acknowledged themselves, by the most solemn 
legal obligations justly to owe. 

In this armed fesistance to the laws, thus in- 
duced, were engaged the aged, the middle aged 
and the young; the wealthy, the men of moderate 


subdivision of S4 of tue Revised Statutes, Vol. | means, and the poor ; the influentialand the ob- 


scure; and they carried their resistance to mur- 
der. These are the simple facts of the history, 


The whole public mind was shocked, and eve- 
ry man, whose moral principles were not per- 
verted, whose love of peace and order and law 
were not paralized, cushed to the aid of the civil 
officers. The guilty were pursued and brought 
forth from their hiding places to answer before 


by the la Bt cession, entitled ‘an act to prevent persons ap-| 
pearing disguised and armed,’ was a ‘ felony,’ and | 
therefore that the defendants if guilty of them, 
were guilty of the murder, by the terms of the 3d 
+. 
— 2, page 657, which enacts that the killing of a| 
10 human being, when perpetrated without any de. | : 
dis but sign to effect death, by a person engaged in the | undisputed and indisputable. 
fresh commission ofa ‘felony,’ shall be murder. 
| Upon the trial of O'Conner, testimony given 
—————- J} by him before the Grand Jury, upon the exam- 
ination of the case of another person charged 
with this murder, was offered in evidence against 
rg of himself. [fis counsel objected to the evidence | 
Price $1. 0 against himself, 


ations both 


ty: . nér overruled the objections and admitted the 
bjoin afew - 


great dili- 
applied to 
ogether to 

illustrates 
it in a pop- 
f valuable, 
eve it is as 
ntic, but it 
and be es- 

e stock of 


law, which may have been raised upon a trial 
for murder. In these cases a desire for this ad- | 


eertain my submission of the reports to them, or 
as many of them as | could conveniently reach, 
had I not been particularly urged to do so; but 
one of the counsel for the defendants presented 


in expres- he 

aD tela these questions to me, argued them before me, 

‘ith a wel. @ 22d urgently requested me to submit them to 
the Justices of the Supreme Court for their 

wry opinion. 


The reports of the Circuit Judge have been 


amilies as BP submitted generally to these Judges, and their at- 


devotional 


saat Hbre- tention particularly drawn to the two questions 
red to rest of law before stated. 

» Sunday- opinions fully and unanimously upon both, sus- 
we know, taining the decision of the Court of Oyer and 
lessons of § T'erminerin each case. Iam free to say that, af- 
he goodly § ter full examination and reflection, I find myself 


vho would 
splay lite- 
s, We cnn 
‘too. In 
ifully got 
ent Ame- 
ly to wait 
iistress of 


compelled to come to the same conclusion, that 
the Court of Oyer and Terminer decided both of 
these points correctly. 

This forces upon me the further conclusion 
that the trials and convictions of these defend- 


and, the testimony leaving no doubt upon my 


evidence. | low citizens. 
On all occasions of this sort, I have felt it to ‘thirty or more of whom had been arrested and 

be my duty to avail myself of the advice of the | placed within the custody of the law, all of whom 

Attorney General and Judges, separately from the | were indicted for the murder. 

particular submission to them of any questions of | 


The Court of Overand Termi-| offended and violated justice for their crimes a- 


gainst the peace and rights and lives of their fel- 
They numbered hundreds, some 


The most sanguinary executors of the laws of 
a civilized State would not, at this day, have 
contemplated the execution of even this number 


vice upon these questions would have rendered | of men for this single murder; and yet the ma- 


jority of the guilty, and among them, those be- 
lieved to be the most guilty, both as instigators 
and perpetrators of the crime, were at large, hav- 
ing tled beyond the reach of process, or secreted 
themselveg too securely for the vigilance of the 
ministers of justice. 

Under these circumstances, the Court of Oyer 
and T’erminer assembled at Delhi, to make this 
fearful jail delivery. The responsibilities resting 
upon the public prosecutors, and the Court, were 
immense. ‘They were in the midst of an alarm- 





They have expressed their | ed, excited, and toa great extent impassioned 


community, ‘Their first duty was to sustain the 
supremacy of the laws. ‘Their second, as far as 
it could be done by their action, to restore peace 
and order and harmony to a broken and distracted 
society. 

The public wish and expectation naturally was 
that the severity of punishment should be visited 
upon the leaders in the disturbances, and the ac- 
tual perpetrators of the death ; upon the influen- 


ants were regular and in conformity to the law ;| tial commanders, and not their obscure followers. 


The standing and the acts of the respective crimi- 
nal parties were not before the public, and, as a 








spend the J mind that they were both present at the murder 
section of Bf of Steele, armed and disguised and engaged in 
rh. that they are both legally guilty of that murder. | 
ional and The verdicts of the juries, therefore, in each of | 
ave can the cases, 1 consider fully sustained by the law 
pleasure. and the facts. 
Se his I have found it exceedingly difficult to per- 
nbe’ with suade myseif that I canconsistently with a proper | 
“hrist. discharge of my public duty, go any farther in| 
ished and considering the question of interference on my 
'. Priggs, part, with the sentences, which the law has pro- 
orphill. nounced upon these unfortunate and aac 
men. ° 





very natural consequence, its impressions as to 


resisting the execution of the law by the Sheriff, | the legal guilt of the various individuals implica- 
ted followed its judgment of the moral guilt of | 


each, formed from their apparent relations to the 
crime. The reflection was not generally made, 
that he who had the deepest and most direct in- 
terest; who exerted the strongest influence in 
bringing together that illegal assemblage of armed 
men, and in exciting their passions to the point 
of murder, might have been sagacious enough not 
to have presented himself upon the bloody field; 
not to have disguised and armed himself, and not 
to have taken part in the commission of the felo- 


ny, which must precede, and lay the foundation 
for the guilt of murder. It was not sufficiently 
remembered that the leaders in all groundless and 
criminal insurrections, those who are fully aware 
of the whole length and breadth of the guilt to 
be incurred, are too apt to be absent in the hour 
of execution of their criminal plans, and leave 
the liability to punishment upon their less guilty 
dupes, 

The examinations before the Coroner’s jury, 
and before the Grand Inquest of thé County, 
proved to the public prosecutors, and to the court, 
that the principal leaders in this in¢urrection, to 
a very great extent, had observed the cautions so 
common to men occupying similar positions, and 
had kept themselves from the scene of this mur- 
der, or made good their escape beyond the reach 
of process. These legal and judicial officers were 
well aware that all present, disguised and armed, 
and engaged in resisting the Sheriff, were legally 
guilty of the murder; but they were as well a- 
ware that nearly the whole number of those in- 
dicted for the murder were so present, and con- 
sequently legally guilty of the crime; and that 
the conviction and execution of any such num- 
ber, was out of the question. 

It was natural, therefore, that they should have 
studied the facts developed upon these two preli- 
minary examinations, with the utmost care, and 
the closest scrutiny, that they might determine 
who, among the persons indicted and in custody, 
and unquestionably legally guilty, were the most 
guilty in fact, and in the light of a sound moral 
| judgment. It was equally natural, that the ques- 

tion, who among the prisoners actually fired his 
gun upon the murdered man, should have been a 
leading and anxious inquiry. 


mony of the sheriff and all those who were pre- 
sent with him, taken upon the preliminary ex- 
aminations, had shown that the disguises were 
too perfect for their scrutiny; that they could 
identify no one of the many persons, who fired 
upon the horses and men, in their full view and 
within a few feet of their persons; and that the 
testimony which had been obtained, by way of 
personal identfication, and which could be de- 
veloped upon the trials upon which they were 
to enter, must be drawn from unwilling witnes- 
ses, parties to the felony and the murder, and 
men whose every feeling and interest and preju- 
dice must be’ with the defendants. 

The examinations and inquiries of the prose- 
cuting counsel induced the belief in their minds 
that Van Steenburgh and O'Conner were among 
the number of persons, who fired their guns, at 
the time of the murder; and they were led to 
expect from what they could gather from the 
sources of information above alluded to, that 
they should be able to adduce evidence upon the 
trials, sufficient to establish the same belief in 
the minds of the jury. As to no other of the 
persons in custody could they collect information, 
which authorised them to believe that the indi- 
vidual was one of those who fired, much less to 
hope that they could bring before a jury, evidence 
to establish that fact. 

Hence the trial of Van Steenburgh and O’Con- 
ner for this murder, while from others known to 
have been present, armed and disguised, and par- 


of guilt for manslaughter in the different degrees 
were accepted. 

Circumstances developed in the testimony, in 
Van Steenburgh’s case, given on the part of the 
prosecution, favored very much the belief that 
he was one of those who fired; but the cross 
examination, and the testimony for the defence, 


stances, and, together with the fact that he is not 
shown by the testimony, at any time, to have 
made expressions approving of, or justifying the 
murder, necessarily shake this belief, and leave 
that point in doubt. 

His conviction, therefore, appears to me to 
rest upon the broad ground of his being present, 





|armed and disguised, and engaged in the commis- | 
‘sion of the felony, and therefore guilty of the | 


' murder, under the third sub-division of the fourth 


' section of the Revised Statutes, before referred | 
to. Ifthis be so, he stood upon a par with all | 


| those indicted and in custody, who were present, 
armed and disguised, at that sale, and there 
does not appear to be av” more reason for visiting 


‘upon him the extreme severity of punishment, | 
| than upon any one of the others, who were per- 


mitted to plead minor offences, and to receive 
lighter punishment. 

Are. there reasons, which should have distin- 
guished him favorably from some of those, upon 
whom the punishment of imprisonment only hes 


It must not be forgotten either, that the testi- | 


ticipators in the resistance to the Sheriff, pleas | 


presented facts which may explain these cireum- | 


been inflicted? He is represented to meas @ 
young man, only about twenty-two years of age; 
almost without education, scarcely able to read, 
and not able to write at all : in force and activity of 
intellect below mediocrity ; entirely poor and 
destitute of real or personal estate of any des- 
cription, beyond his very moderate wearing ap- 
parel; and obtaining his living by working for 
wages by the month. These representations, as 
to this defendant, came to me from sources which 
Lam bound to credit, and they place him in a 
position in life, and in society, where it is im- 
possible to believe that he can have exerted any 
material influence, beyond his single personal 
co-operation, to originate this insurrection, or to 
give it direction; but on the contrary force the 
conviction upon the mind that he has been the 
subject of a superior influence, and the instru- 
ment of a superior intellect. 

Had the facts in this case been known to the 
prosecuting counsel exactly as they appear upon 
the judges report of the testimony, and had his 
standing and character been displayed to them 
in the manner they are represented to me, as I 
have repeated, I entertain no doubt that he would 
have been permitted to enter his plea to the 
charge of manslaughter, without a remonstrance, 
and that some more commanding culprit would 
have been selected for trial for the murder. The 
belief that he was one who actually fired, it ap- 
pears plain to me, put him upon this fatal trial, as 
fatal it must be, for all in like condition were 
legally guilty. 

The jurors, in this case, have addressed to me 
an application in reference to this defendant, in 
the following words: 
ie bo Excellency, Sitas Wricut, Governor of the State of New 

‘ The undersigned, members of the jury on the trial of John Van 
Steenburgh, convicted as one of the murderers of Osman N, Steele, 
late under Sheriff of the County of Delaware, do most respectfully 
recommend himas a fit subject for the exercise of your clemency; 
and they do not believe him to have been a ring leader on that ocea- 


sion, and would most humbly beseech your Excellency to commute 
his punishment. Dated October 1, 1645,’ 


This paper bears the signatures of the twelve 
jurors, and came to me, enclosed in a letter 
from Peter P. Wright, Esq., the gentleman who 
acted as the agent of the landlord at the sale, and 
who was one of the most material witnesses 
for the prosecution, upon this trial. Mr. Wright 
states that the paper was drawn up by him, at 
the request of the jury, immediately after the 
close of the trial, was signed by them, and re- 
turned to him, with the request that he would 
make such use of it as should be thought expedient. 

Another paper has been handed to me, dated 
October 11, signed by eight of these same jurors, 
much more full and detailed in its language, dis- 
tinctly declaring that the jury did not believe 
that the defendant was one of those who fired 
their guns, and that they rested their verdict up- 
on the express ground of the law as given to 
them by the judge in this charge, that all those 
who were present at the sale, armed and disguis- 
ed, were engaged in the perpetration of a felony, 
and therefore were guilty of the murder, whether 
they designed to kill any person or not. This 
paper, it is said, was circulated and the signa- 
tures of the eight jurors obtained, before it was 
| known to those circulating it, that the whole 
jury had signed the petition left with Mr. Wright ; 

and that, after that knowledge was obtained, ne 
effort was made to obtain the signatures of the 
| four remaining members of the jury. 
| The testimony, in the case of Q’Conner, ap- 
pears to me to be much stronger, and to develo 
'facts and circumstances going much farther te 
| show, ifnot a pre-existing murderous design in 
| his heart, at least a contentment with, and appro- 
| bation of, that fatal result, after it had been pro- 
duced, than in the case of Van Steenburgh. 

There are portions of the testimony suscepti- 
ble of avery unfavorable construction towards 
| this defendant, and especially in reference to his 
| extraordinary precautions against being known, 
and feelings, subsequent to the crime, in relation 
tothe deed. Still lam aware that those who 
listen to testimony as it is given, and see the man- 
ner of the witnesses, are much the safest judges 
of the weight to be given to their evidence, and 
ofthe inferences to be justly drawn from the 
facts they relate. In this case also the jury have 
spoken, beyond their verdict in court, and have 
| limited most materially the range of construction 
_and inference, which might otherwise be opened 
' by reading the Judges report. Eleven of the ju- 
rors have caused to be laid before me a statement, 
| over their signatures, in the following words: 
‘DELAWARE OYER AND TERMINER. 
Edward O'Conner, > 
ds 





Ads. 

The People. 5 

| To the Governor of the State of New York : 

We the undersigned, the jurors iu thie case, reepeetfully represeans 
CONCLUDED ON LAST PAGE. 
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CHARLES SPEAR, 
JOHN M. SPEAR, 





EDITORS AND 
§ PROPRIETORS. 


Boston, December 10, 1845. 


m-Removat or tue Hancoman Orrice.— 
The Publishing Office of the Hangman is 
removed to No. 40 Cornhill. up stairs, over 
the Book Store of Abel Tompkins.—J. N. 
Bang, our printer, will attend to any busi- 
ness relating to the paper in our absence, 
and will neatly execute job printing for our 


friends. C. & J. M. SPEAR. 


EXECUTION ON BOSTON NECK. 
Execution of four pirates in Boston— Public executions— 


Change to the jail yard—Speech of the hangman— 
Quotes the Bible—Rope breaks—Converted criminals. 


A friend of our cause in this city has handed us a 
very interesting document relative to an execuuon 
which took place in this city in 1819. In the same 
paper we find too the views of Dr. Johnson on public 
executions, which we will give our readers at another 
time. 

We remember being present at this scene. We be- 
lieve many of our readers will! be able to call to mind 
the events of that terrible day. Men, women and 
children thronged the streets, uttering their blasphe- 
mies during the hours of execution. Rioting and 
drunkenness were rife at every corner of the streets. 

Executions were public at that day. But now 
even the most strenuous advocates of the gallows 
demand that they should take place within the walls 
of the prison. Thus acknowledging at once the de- 
moralizing effect of public executions. This change 
took place in Massachusetts in 1830. It was recom- 
mended about that time to suspend a Alack flag over 
the place of execution! What solemn mockery !— 
To order an execution for the public good; then lest 
the public should see it, the bloody work must be done 
in the jail yard in the presence of a few witnesses, 
and a surgeon to feel the pulse of the victim to see if 
he is fairly dead! 

We have here the speech of the hangman. Itisa 
curious affair. The reader will see from his own 
confession the awful nature of his office. Alluding to 
the culprits as they stood trembling upon the scaffold, 
he says, ‘If their sentence has made their beds, beds 
of thorns, the delegation of this high authority and 
the requirements of a discharge of this painful duty 
has not placed me on a pillow of roses’ 

Here we find even the hangman quoting the Noahic 
Covenant upon the gaNows, ‘ Whoso sheddeth man's 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.’ Had Dr. 
Cheever been there, he might have exclaimed, Amen! 

The poor hangman looks around for comfort in his 
miserable business. At last he seizes on a thought. 
‘It is a consolation,’ he says, ‘to believe that from 
every region there is a pathway to immortality, and 
that the spirit which religion has purified and refined, 
will, when freed from the body, find its native coun- 
try.’ Really it is some consolation to think when 
you are about to hang your poor brother, that his soul 
may go from the gallows to heaven. We would not 
be irreverent, but if the gallows affords such a sure 
path to heaven, why not make a more extensive use 
of it? Are there not some who are converted now 
who may relapse into their former vicious practices ? 
We leave the inference to the réader. But whata 
place from whence to usher a soul into the presence 
ofits Maker! Can such a sacrifice be pleasing to 
Him who has solemnly said,‘ Thou shalt not kill.’ 

At this execution, another of those awful accidents 
eccurred which shakes every fibre of our humanity. 
After being swung off, one of the culprits fell to the 
ground, but ‘was instantly run up again!’ Good 
heavens! This ina land of Bibles and Churches, and 
among a people professing Christianity ! 

We are told that these men ‘ fervently expressed 
their hopes of forgiveness through the merits of that 
Saviour in whom alone they placed their confidence.’ 
What an abominthle law! Here are four men, hope- 
fully converted ; just fit to liveandthey must be hung 
up like dogs till they are dead! What would be said 
of a physician who upon the recovery of his patient 
should recommend to have him putto death? This 
farce has been acied over and over again. The law 
condemns a man to death! The clergy seek the con- 
version of hisson|; they hasten to prepare him for 
the gallows. Finally, they pronounce him a Chris- 
tian. Then the Sheriff puts the halter around the 
neck of this Christian brother and coolly strangles the 
life out of him, and sends his soul to heaven. Or to 
describe it in the language of N. P. Rogers: ‘ They 
shut him up awhileto let him chew upon it—as the 
cat plays with her prey. They give him space for 
repentance, so that when he swings—he may swing 
into heaven—a glorified convict—a white robed gal- 
lows-bird. Angels to catch his hung spirit—and the 
doctors his hung body, and go their several ways 
with them. The raven-winged priest hovers before 


THE HANGMAN. 








|his blasted vision from sentence to execution. They 
‘muster around the tree and there kill him—what life 
| there is left in him.’ 

The following is the article from the Independent 
| 

| 

| 


Chronicle and Boston Patriot of 1819: 


‘ Execution or THE Pinates.—The sentence of the 
‘law was yesterday executed upon John Williams, 
| Francis Frederick, Niles Peterson, and John P. Rog, 
convicted of piracy and murder on board the schr. 
| Plattsburgh, while on a voyage from Baltimore to 

Smyrna. The procession moved to the place of exe- 
|cution, at the hour, and in the manner described in 
|our paper of Wednesday last. The prisoners appear- 
| ed to be duly impressed with a sense of their awful 

situation, and to listen with great attention to the ex- 
| hortations and admonitions of the Rev. Mr. Lavissy, 

theirclergyman. The streets through which the pro- 
' cession passed, as well as the place of execution,{were 
'thronged with a vast concourse of spectators. Upon 
‘arriving at the place of execution, the Marshal pro- 
| ceeded to read the death-warrant, which he preceded 
| by the following observations : 


| Ihave now read to you, fellow-citizens, the Pre- 
cept, Which while it authorizes, requires that I should 
‘deprive these unfortunate men of their earthly exis- 
{tence, and transport their immortal spirits into the 
eterna! world, and confides to me a solemn authority 
and imposes an awful duty; and, fellow-citizens, if 
their crimes, since their fatal commission, or their 
sentence may have made their beds, beds of thorns, 
the delegation of this high authority and the require- 
ment of a discharge of this painful duty has not placed 
me on a pillow of roses. ; 

But amid the multitude of thoughts which have en- 
compassed me, I have derived consolation from a re- 
flection that the command of society is in exact ac- 
cordance with that high order of Heaven which di- 
rects that ‘whosoever sheds man’s blood by man shall 
his blood be shed.’ Whatever may be the motives 
which have brought many of you to witness this sad 
scene of death, sure I am, that it cannot but awaken 
in every breast those pious and solemn feelings so 
justly due to the occasion, and that while as citizens 
you rally round the officers entrusted with the execu- 
Pic ve of the laws, you will not hesitate to look with 
{ 








piety and reverence to him who is above all, and to 
Join with fervency and true devotion to the minister 
of our holy religion in imploring the God of all grace 
and supplication in behalf of these unfortunate men 
now about to be ushered into the eternal world, and 


|the immediate presence of their God, to enter on the 


morning of eternity. 

They are indeed themselves among us far from 
kindred friends, or affectionate relations, and in a for- 
eign land. But it must be gratifying to you to know, 
that though the stern hand of justice hath overtaken 
them, its corrections have been ministered with mild- 
ness and sympathy ; at it is a consolation also, to be- 
lieve that from every region there isa pathway to 
immortality,and thatthe spirit which religion has 
purified and refined, will, when freed from the body 
find its native country ; for Christianity has assured 
that God is norespecter of persons, but, of every na- 
tion, sect and people, they who fear him and penitent- 
ly confess and repent of their sins, and rely on his 
mercy shall find grace to help them in time of need. 


The Rev. Mr. Lavissy, then addressed the throne 
of grace in a fervent and appropriate prayer, in which 
the unhappy men joined, apparently with much devo- 
tion. On signifying to the Marshal that they were 
prepared, they ascended the scaffold, and after em- 
bracing each other and their clergyman, they were 
launched into eternity. Owing to the fastenings of 
one of the ropes not having been properly secured, 
one of the unhappy men fell to the ground after be- 
ing a few moments suspended. He was totally in- 
sensible, and was instantly run up again; the Mar- 
shal having made every arrangement to guard against 
or to repair any accident. 

During the whole of their confinement since con- 
viction, they have exhibited the deepest contrition 
for their offences; admitted the justice of their sen- 
tence; acknowledged the many favors they had re- 
ceived, and fervently expressed their hopes of forgive- 
ness through the merits of that Saviour in whom 
alone they placed their confidence. They listened 
with great earnestness to the admonitions of their 
pastor, whose attentions have been unremitting, and 
who, for the last forty-eight hours of their lives, scarce- 
ly left them fora moment. The execution took place 
on the Neck, in presence of an immense concourse of 
spectators.’ 


Saereeeeeeeesesre5eeeeeeeeeeeaea—aer 


THE IVORY CRUCIFIX, OR THE STATUE OF CHRIST. 


This noble work of art is now placed on exhibi- 
tion in this city, at No. 3 Marlboro’ Chapel.— 
It is a Christ on the Cross, wrought out of a single 
piece of ivory by a Genoese Monk. This block of 
ivory had lain in a store-house or garret fora long 
, ime—longer than any one could remember. It was 
|looked upon as useless, and of no value excepting 
for its great antiquity, the whole exterior being 
| thoroughly discolored and decomposed, and the de- 
| cay apparently reaching to the centre. The poor 
| illiterate monk looked upon it and was inspired to 
|form of it a Christ. Never had he attempted any 
thing of the kind before; but full of faith and love he 
shut himself up in his cell and commenced his ar- 
duous work. He succeeded. The shapeless mass 
was formed into a Christ upon the cross. We 
gazed upon it with wonder and admiration. 

As we looked with intense interest upon the noble 
work of art before us, we could not but inquire why 
one so holy, wise and benevolent, was crucified. It 
was because he was good and faithful. The pro- 
fessedly religious of his age, seeing that he ‘ went 
about doing good,’ learning that he had called the 
dead to life, and perceiving that ‘the common peo- 
ple heard him gladly,’ said, ‘if we let this man 











alone, all men will believe on him, and the Romans 
will come and take away our place and nation.’— 
Self-preservation is said to be the first law of na- 
ture. Tosave themselves they cried out ‘crucify 
him ! crucify him.’ Falling a victim to the com- 
bined cruelty of the altar and the throne, in the 
meridian of life, he suffered capital punishment up- 
on the cross. The world usually crucifies its bene- 
factors, but garnishes their tombs and sepulchres. 

Led back by the crucifix before us, we could not 
but ‘reflect that while the world calling itself christian 
now cries out life for life, the suffering Jesus prayed 
for his murderers, saying, ‘ Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do.’ Why should we not 
imitate him? Should not ‘the servant be as his 
Master, and the disciple as his Lord ?” 

Thousands had looked upon the discolored shape- 
less block of ivory as of no value; but the poor 
Genoese monk saw that it could be converted into a 
beautiful image of the persecuted Christ. After 
years of unremitted toil he accomplished his work. 
So the Washingtonian looks upon the drunkard in 
the mire of intemperance, and sees beneath the de- 
filed surface a man and a brother, made in the 
image of God. Full of faith, and love, and charity, 
he commences his work. In thousands of instances 
he has been successful. The poor inebriate has 
been redeemed. It is a great and most glorious 
work. Thecriminal too may be saved. Let us not 
hang him, but let us try to save him. We need 
more faith in God and man. 


It originally appeared in the Broadway Journal :— 


The enthusiast brooding in his cell apart 
O’er the sad image of the Crucified 
The drooping head, closed lips and pierced side, 

A holy vision fills his raptured heart; 

With heavenly power inspired, his unskilled arm 
Shapes the rude block to this transcendent form. 

Oh Son of God ! thus, ever thus, would I 
Dwell on the loveliness enshrined in Thee 
The lofty faith, the sweet humility, 

The boundless love—the love that could not die, 
And as the sculptor, with thy glory warm, 
Gives to this chiseled ivory thy fair form, 

So would my spirit in thy Thought divine 


Grow to a semblance fair as this of Thine. 3. ™.s. 
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OUR NEW TITLE. 





ed in not being presented with the new tide. But 
we have thought, after mature reflection, that it would 
be best to postpone it till the New Year. Then we 


We close with the following sonnet which was | 
written by Anne C. Lynch, on seeing this statue.— | 


We suppose some of our friends will be disappoint. | 


REV. CHARLES T. TORREY. 
A correspondent of the Boston ‘ Traveler’ thus 
writes of Mr. Torrey, who is now in the Baltimore 
jail, convicted of aiding slaves to escape. Deeply 
| do we sympathize with him and his afflicted family, 
/ and most earnestly do we hope that efforts may be 
| made to release him which will be successful. 
Battimore, Nov. 25. 
| I ealled a day or two ago at the Penitentiary to 
| see Rev. Charles T. Torrey. He is very ill; so much 
so, that he cannot perform the most simple labor.— 
_Icould hardly recognize, in the coarse and degra- 
‘ding garb of the prisoner, my clerical friend. He 
| looks as if he was near his end. His step is feeble; 
| his frame emaciated; ,his face ghastly; his voice 
| sepulchral and husky. My heart bled for him. He 
has no companions; he is not allowed to speak save 
_ when spoken to by the officers of the prison; he is 
_allowed no light, and must pass the long hours 
‘from 5 p. M. to 6 1-2.a. M. in his cell; with nothing 
| to break the monotony of these long and dreary nights 
save the watch cry of the guard. 

An effort is being made by his friends to procure 
Mr. Torrey’s release. But before this can be success- 
ful, he must raise the sum of 1500 dollars, to remu- 
nerate those who have lost their slaves by his agen- 
cy; and allow that he has violated law, which Mr. 
T. now strenuously denies. And then a compromise 
must be made with the Virginians, who also have 
| lost slaves. A requisition for Mr. Torrey, from the 
| Governor of Virginia, is at the prison; and as soon 
|as he is free from the Maryland Penitentiary he will 
| be carried to Virginia, unless satisfaction ismade. | 
| hope that soon he may be free. s H. 


: 








‘LITERARY NOTICE, 


Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. By Cuarvres ©. 
Burveicn. Philadelphia, 1845, pp. 144. 


{ 


We have been politely furnished with a copy ot 
‘this work from the author. We sat down to the 
| perusal with great pleasure, and we were not con- 
tent till we had read the whole work. The author 
| has handled the subject in a masterly manner. He 
has entered deeply into the various arguments in fa- 
| vor of the abolition of the death-punishment, and he 
has ably met the various objections, particularly 
those presented by Dr. Cheever, the great champion 
| for the gallows. 

The work is divided into three chapters. 1. Ex- 
pediency. 2. Justice. 3. Sacred Scriptures. Un- 
der each of these heads, our author has presented a 
| variety of facts and arguments. Many of them will 
be entirely new to the reader. In opening his sub- 
| ject, we were pleased to find the author throwing 








think of making some other improvements, and also | the burden of proof upon the defenders of the gal- 
of beginning a.new volume with the year, though our | lows. This is the true ground, and ought to have 
present series would not close until the first of April, | been taken long ago. He says, ‘The inquiry be- 
but reckoning from the issue of the first number on | fore us is not properly, ought Capital Punishment to 
the old series, there will have been published just | be abolished, but ought it to be inflicted? Its op- 
fifty two numbers. Subscribers will receive just as ponents stand on the admitted general rule, that 
many papers, and with some improvements not prom- | human life is sacred, or as it is stated in our natural 
iséd. So many objections have been presented a- declaration, that the right to life is among the “ ina- 
gainst our present title, that we thought it best to /enadle rights” with which “all men are endowed 
begin a new volume with the new title, ‘Prisoner’s| by their Creator.” * * * It will be conceded 


Friend.’ Should the periodical live for years to 
come, (and we hope it will not die till the last gallows 
is removed, and thelast prisoner reformed,) it will 
always be a matter of convenience to close the volume 
with the current year. 

To those who do not feel able to subscribe for more 
than three months, we will take twenty-five cents as | 
formerly. Cannot our friends exert themselves to 
get three months’ subscriptions for us in their neigh- 
borhoods? We intend to give some of the news of 
the day, especially all Legislative action on the sub- 
ject of Capital Punishment throughout the Union. 

We trust those who are in arrears, will send us 
immediately the small amount due. It would be a 
great help. Remember we have no advertising pat- 
ronage, and that the whole amount due is wanted to 
pay for the paper alone, not reckoning the support of 
the editors. 


throughout this argument that the rule is only gen- 
era]; that it may have’exceptions; i. e., that there 
may be cases in which it is right for man to take 
the life of man. But he who affirms an exception to 
a general rule is bound to prove it.’ 

We would suggest one improvement as the work 
passes through another edition, which isto have a 
full table of contents. Friend Burleigh will take the 
suggestion in kindness. We know the great value 
of such an appendage better than many others. For 
sale by Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill. Price 25 cts. 


Veer eee eee 


JQHN ROACH. 


The name of this individual is familiar to our rea- 
ders. He now liesin the County Jail at Worcester, 
Massachusetts, under sentence of death. He con- 








Petitions To Concress.—It will be recollected | 
that at a late meeting of the Mass. Society for the | 
Abolition of Capital Punishment, and at the first 
meeting of the National Society in Philadelphia, it 
was recommended to petition Congress for the re- | 
moval of the death-penalty from the Code of the 
Union. This has never been attempted. Some may 
wish to know what offences are capital in the Code 
of the Union. To gratify all such, we present the 
list as taken by our own hand, and since revised by 
Robert Rantoul, Jr. 

Treason. 

Murder. 

Arson; dwelling-house or other buildings. 

Rape on the seas, 

Robbing mail, second time. 

Forgery ; as passing counterfeit certificates or other 
public security. 

Piracy; one species of slave-trade. 

Confining free black, or offering them for sale on 
shipboard. 

Robbery on the high seas. 

Setting fire to ship of war. 

Burning ships of private property for the purpose of 
defrauding underwriters. 








fessed that he had commitied a rape, and of course 
there was no trial. Returning from Princeton last 
week through Worcester—to which place we were 
kindly conveyed by Col. Watson, of P.—we visited 
the jail for the purpose of seeing Roach. He was 
gnly about seventeen years of age ‘when the cri:ne 
was committed, and is probably an illegitimate child. 
Nothing is now known of his parents. He is exceed- 
ingly stupid, doubtless brought on by indulgence in 
vice, and is evidently a subject rather for the hospital 
than for the gallows, 

Last Thursday the Governor and Council met in 
Boston. Henry Chapin, Esq., of Uxbridge, one of 
his Council, Judge Thomas, of Worcester, and J. M. 
Spear, of Boston, appeared before them to plead in 
behalf of the criminal, asking that his punishment 
might be commuted to imprisonment, and we earnest- 
ly hope that our labors may not be in vain, and we 
think they will not be. We give, in another col- 
umn, the pleasing intelligence that his life has 
been saved from the hideous gallows. 


. 
Pee 


SDLP PPILPPDOOOOO 


A CuaLLence.—We challenge any man to produce 
ONE single insiance in any country where crime has 
ever increased in consequence of the Abolition of 
Capital Punishment, C. Ss 
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We copy the following graphic description from the 
Herald of Freedom, of the preparation for the execution 
of Howard, in Dover. We visited Howard twice last 
year. We wonder that New Hampshire should have 
sent to New York fora gallows, for she has one tucked 





way at Amherst in her own State. And then Mas- 
sachusetts could have furnished one, for we have one 
in Concord in the Court House. But then the public 
may not be aware that New York has found an 
improved mode of hanging, which is to draw the cul- 
orit up by the neck rather than to let him down.— 
See Engraving.] We should rather think, however, 
‘rom the description, that some old fashioned gallows 
was hired. We were in New York city when Eager 
was hung, and then they did the work onthe improv- 


od plan. 

But Howard was reprieved. We could not believe 
he would be hung. We knew the Governor's views 
n Capital Punishment. While he is in power, 
New Hampshire will not be disgraced by another 
execution. But to the description : 

‘] went to see Howard and to see ihe Gallows they 
vad built for him, and which was balked of its prey, 
ythe strange humanity of Governor Steele. The 
slack, infernal thing stands there in the Dover Jail 
Yard, glooming with chagrin and disappointment of 
its morsel. Itseems to cry—give me a man’s neck, 
chat Lmay break it. Itis a homely, uncouth, hor- 
rible looking structure, as a gallows should be. It is 
of the Tartarean order of architecture, I should judge. 
it peers up over the Jail er high enough to 
give the publica sight at it. It is painted coffin- 
‘olor, the color they paint the gate ways to grave- 
vards. In good orthodox taste. It is built of four 
nosts—six or eight inches square, and eighteen or 
‘wenty feet high. Four cross girts unite them at the 
ottom,—four more about half way up, and two more 
it the top—with a cross-bar between them. Under 
his cross-bar hangs a pully-block, with a roller in it, 
wer which plays the comely cord. They sent to 
New York for one, I am told, to hang Howard with, 
and paid $15 for it. From one of the girts, half way 
jown, hung the trap-door, or swinging platform on 
which the victim was to stand. When up, it fills 
the square between the four posts. The side of it 
opposite the hinges, rests, when itis up, on a small 
lever laying across the girt—the inner end of it sup- 
norting the trap-door, and the outer end held down 
oy a strong cord tied to a firm pin in the post below. 
The Sheriff was to stand on the ground, and cnt that 
cord. That of course would let down the trap. It 
would spring the trap, and catch a man by the neck, 
he having nothing whereon to rest the sole of his foot. 
Verysimple. A flight of stairs for the Sheriff and 
orisoner to mount, ascends to the height of the trap- 
joor platform, and there terminates in a broad stair 
ot platform, that is not movable,—which coincides 
vith the prisoner’s. when his is up. When his plat- 
orm is down, the standing of the two parties is differ- 
ent—very. The Chaplain goes up as far as on to the 
vermanent platform. He never goes on to the one 
with the hinges. That would be transcending his 
vrovince. The whole structure is painted with most 
aumane and Christ-like lamp-black. I went up on 
toit. The view from it over Dover is lovely, and 
would be delightful to a prisoner taking his valedic- 
tory look on earth. I looked down beside the fallen 
vlatform where he would have descended. About 
‘ive feet, I should think, for the slack rope. I was 
benumbed at the sight. There the thing stood, as 
juietly and with as little circumstance, as an old 
swing, about a deserted black-smith shop,—where 
‘hey used to shoe oxen. It looked a good deal like 
ne, 

It is said eight or ten thousand people came to see 
the hanging. And they growled at the reprieving 
Governor, like a menagerie of hyenas disappointed 
oftheir meal. And the party presses ridicule him for 
the reprieve. 

I saw the miserable Howard. He was ina stone 
‘ell about a dozen feet square, with two heavily grat- 
ed windows that let in the pleasant sun, on the white- 
washed walls. There was a convict-looking bed in 
it—and a bench long enough to seat three. John 
Parkman, Unitarian Minister, William A. White, and 
Daniel F. Rogers, went in with me. John Parkman 
introduced us to Howard, and we shook his cold hand. 
It felt like a drowned man’s. He was in that stone 
cell without any coat on—and without a fire. I took 
cold there—staying about thirty minutes and with an 
over-coat on. Howard said he was warm enough,— 
The poor creature asked us to sit down. We did, on 
his bed and on his bench and talked with him. I 








really didn’t know what to say to him. He said in 
reply toa question, that he didn’t expect to be hung, 
the execution day—he didn’t know, he said, exactly 
what they were agoing to do to him—but he didn’t 
suppose they would hang him. He said ‘the Gov- 
ernor was a nice man’—poor creature! One of the 
party told him that the papers said he didn’t thank 
the Governor for reprieving him. He said it want 
true. He said Elder Place was in there with the 
Governor, and whispered to him and told him he 
must thank him, and he told him he would. He 
thought he would wait, till just as the Governor was 
going out, he said, and then thank him. And he did, 
he said, and he could prove it, by Elder Place. He is 
asmal man, and though not stupid or idiotic, he 
seemed to me of a very low order of mind and char- 
acter. His eye was quick and his speech ready, but 


he didn’t seem, to be susceptible of much intelligence | 


or feeling. Poor creature, it is lucky for him he 
isn’t, almost. J don’t see how he could endure a 
day, if he were.’ 


To tHe Frienps of tHe Cavuse.—The friends in 


this State will see by looking at our list of notices, | 


that Addison Davis is again in the field, delivering 
lectures on the Abolition of the: Gallows. Just now 
we need his serviccs very much in the cause. Never 
has there been so much to be done as at present.— 
We trust the friends of the cause will aid him by 
their contributions and by circulating extensively his 
notices. Mr. Davis is not employed by any society, 
but depends ent rely upon the assistance of the friends. 
His familiar acquaintance with the subject should 


| 








(CrFartn is the spring of all energetic action.— 
Men throw their souls into objects, only because they | 
believe them tobe attainable and worth pursuit. 


Plato thou reason’st well, 
Else whence this pleasing hope, this fond desire; 
This longing after immortality ? 
Or whence this secret dread, and inward horror 
Of falling into nought? Why shrinks the soul 
Back on herself, and startles at destruction ; 
Tis the divinity that stirs within us ; 
’Tis heaven itself that points out an hereafter, 
And intimates eternity to man.’ 


SILENT LOVE. 


You say I love not, cause IT do not play 

Still with your curls, and kiss the time away, 
You blame me, toc, because I can’t devise 

Some sport, to please those babiesin your eyes ; 
By love’s religion, I must here confess it, 

The most I love, when! the least express it, 
Small griefs find tongues ; full casks are ever found 
To give, if any, yet but little sound. 

Deep waters-noiseless are ; and this we know, 
That chiding streams betray small depth below ; 
So when Love, speechless is, she doth express 

A depth in love, and that depth bottomless. 


IF The day boats from New York to Albany have | 


discontinued their trips. 
‘The directors of the Old Colony Railroad have | 


made an arrangement with Mr. Granvill Gardner, 
the contractor, to carry the mail from Plymouth to 
Boston, when the Postmaster General shall consent. 


(CPA Turesuinc Macnuine.—Marvin Hughes, of 
Pittsford, Mass. owns a Machine with which he 
threshed 410 bushels of wheat per day, for six days 


every where ensure him respect and encouragement. | in succession, and 480 bushels per day for three 


| 


days in succession—making in nine days 3900 
bushels ! 


Our Ovrsipr.—The letter addressed to the Sheriff; [7A person pointed out a man who had a_profu- 


of Delaware county, N. Y., by his Excellency, Silas 
Wright, Governor of that State, giving his reasons 
why he commuted the punishment of O'Conner and | 
Van Steenburgh is a very important document, and | 
we deemed it best, though it is long, to place it on the | 
outside of our paper of to-day. We hope that those 


who are ready to oppose commutations, which are 


| becoming frequent, will not condemn Gov. Wright 


in this case until they have carefully perused this 
able document. 


Rev. G. B. Cutever.—The Journal of Commerce 
informs us thatthe Rev. Dr. G. B. Cheever, of N. 
Y., and now one of the editors of the Evangelist, has 
received and accepted a cal] to the First Presbyterian 
Church in Tecumseh, Michigan. 

Dr. Cheever is the champion of the gallows in 
America. 


(Will the Pioneer send their paper ? 
(Also Herald of Freedom. 


~~ ~ 


LIFE SAVED!! 


GOOD NEWS!—ANOTHER 


It affords us great pleasure to inform our readers 


sentence of John Roach, of Worcester, to imprison- 
ment for life. Thus we save one life after another. 
If we cannot abolish the law, we can prevent its be- 
ing carried into effect. The friends of the cause, 
however, ought not to rest satisfied with such results. 
They must not rest till the bloody law is abolished 
throughout the world. There stands the ghastly. 


bloody, instrument of death in every State in the | 


Union. It may be put into operation for the inno- 
cent as well as the guilty. We feel thankful that 
another human being is saved from an ignominious 
death. The law must be abolished. We cannot al- 
ways stand ready at a moment’s warning to plead 
with the authorities to save life. What solemn | 
mockery ! To enact such laws that the people them- 
selves become shocked at the very execution of them ! 


| 


| 
that the Governor and Council have commuted ed 
| 


sion of rings on his fingers to a cooper. ‘Ah, mas- 


| ter,’ said the artizan, ‘it is a sure sign of weakness | 


when so many hoops are used.’ 


(Cr A chorister who understood music better than 
reading poetry, in a solo, rendered the following 
thus : 
‘ Haste my soul 
To reach the jail’—(goal.) 

(Tue Hanoeman.—We have always respected 

the doctrines of this paper, so far at least, as hanging 
| is concerned, The way society loves its enemies in 
| making laws to choke them to death, is a base obser- 
' vance of the command of Christ. As soon as prepa- 
| tions can be made, the name of the paper is to be 
| changed to ‘ Prisoner’s Frienp: Devoted to the dis- 


————————— 


| cussion of Capital Punishment and the Reformation of 


the Criminal.’ If any of our friends want an excel- 
lently conducted paper of this kind, they will help in 
| suppressing an abominable law, by forwarding a dol- 
|larto us for the Hangman.—Norway Religious In- 
| structor. 
| [The Synod of Cincinnati have approved the 
| action of the General Assembly in refusing to make 
| slave-holding in itself a bar to Christian communion. 
(lt is rumored that Gov. Dorr intends starting a 
| paper in Rhode Island. 
(CrA map of China, taken one thousand years be- 
fore Christ, is still in existence. 
(CPA very considerable number of slaves accompa- 
nied the last expedition to Cregon. 
President Polk completed his fiftieth year on 
the 2nd of Nov. 
{Daniel O’Connell being pestered with applica- 
tions fur his auiograph, concluded to put a stop toit; 


so he wrote to the next applicant— 
‘Dear Sir—Your request has been received, and it 


cannot be complied with, 
Yours, 


ES 
Under Sentence of Death! 


NEW YORK! 
of John Covert. at Whitehall. 
cution not known. 

Mrs. Vatkenrurcu, for the murder of her 
husband last March, in Fulton, N. Y. ‘Time 


Danret O’ConnN_ELL.’ 


Tittet, for the murder 
Time of exe- 





Away with such a law from the civilized world ! 


ee AOR A 


A WOMAN 10 BE HUNG! | 


Mrs, VALKENBURGH has been convicted of the mur- | 
der of her husband, in Fulton, N. Y. She is sen-| 
tenced to be executed the 24th of next January.— 
Will they bang a woman in the State of New York. | 
We shall see. The time for our friends to labor for | 
her is very short. They must be active. 


‘ 
| 
i i i el 


ALL SORTS. 


(FA Man Hune.—Some of the Strafford county | 
folks who wert to see Howard hung, when they | 
found Governor Steele had baulked them, determined | 
to have a hanging scrape, some way, and so they 
hung the Governor—in F 1 G. 


iFThe friends of the College of South Carolina, | 
are endeavoring to induce Hon. W. C. Preston to ac- | 
cept the Presidency of the Institution. 


(>The following is aa inscription on a tomb- 
stone in Massachusetts. It is beautiful: 
‘I came in the morning—it was spring ; 
And I smiled ; 
I walked out at noon—it was summer ; 
And I was glad ; 
I sat me down at even—it was autumn ; 
And I was sad ; 
I laid me down at night—it was winter! 
And I slept.’ 


} 





of execution, Jan. 24, 1846. 

SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexter WELts, 
for the murder of Robert Headden at Green- 
ville C. H., 8. C.  o beTexecuted on the 3d 
Friday in February nex | 

ILLINOIS! Joun Baxter, for the murder 
of Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time 
of execution not known. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Francis’ Baster, 
Tunkhannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung 
'on Friday, March 28th, 1845. Escaped 


from Prison. 


James M’Garrerty, for the murder of Da- 
vid Hassler. ‘Time of execution not known. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE! 
for the murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept. 19th, 


Anprew Howarp, 


! 

| 

1843. Time of execution, July Sth, 1846. | 
ARKANSAS! ‘RAWFORD and Lavina} 


Burnett, (husband and wife!) for the mur- 
der of Jonathan Sibley, last August. ‘Time 
of execution unknown. 

CONNECTICUT! Awnprew P. Porter, 
for the murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last 
February. To be hung July 3d, 1846. 


VIRGINIA! Honter Hutt, for the mur- 


| 
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der of Major Smith, at Norfolk. Time o 
execution, January 2d, 1846. 


MARYLAND! Wan. Wueeter, a slave, 
for engaging in an insurrection. Time of 
execution unknown. 


UNITED STATES! Bass, the pirate. 
Now confined in the Tombs, N.Y. City. The 
time of execution is fixed by the President on 
the first Friday of June, 1846. 


VERMONT! Evceene Currorp, for the 
murder of his wife and child. 'Time of exe- 
cution not fixed. 

The law is now that there shall be fifteen months 
between the sentence and execution, and then the 
criminal is to be hung without an order from the 
Executive. 

MAINE! ‘Tuomas Tuorn, for murder, 
Now confined at hard labor in the State Pri- 
son. ‘Time of execution not fixed. 

The law is that acriminal shall not be executed 
till one year after sentence, and not even then with- 
out an order from the Executive. 

LOUISIANA!  Pavtive, the slave. Time 
of execution, March 28, 1846. 


Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benja- 
min W. Wait in New Orleans. Time of ex- 
ecution not appointed. 


IOWA! Wn. McCautey, for the murder 
of Don Ferdinand Coffman, and infant 
daughter. 

_ Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but 
In consequence of some informality in sentencing 


him, the execution was postponed and the case is to 
be taken to the Supreme Court on a writ of error. 


(Executions are now private in the following 
States: Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, New-Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Maryland. 


Notices of Meetings—Lectures, §c. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following towns :— 


Watertown, Monday, December 15, 
Waltham, Tuesday, 2 16, 
Groton, Wednesday, “ 17. 
Shirely, Thursday, “ 18, 
Lancaster, Friday, ” 19, 
Leominster, Saturday, . 20, 
Fitchburg, Sunday, “ 21. 
Westminster, Monday, “ 22. 
Princeton, Tuesday, 23. 
Hubbardston, Wednesday, “ 24, 
Barre, Thursday, " 25. 
North Brookfield, Friday, aa 26. 
Spencer, Saturday, - 27. 
Leicester, Sunday, " 28, 


The friends in the above towns, are requested to 
make the proper arrangements for these lectures. 


iy Joun M. Spear will lecture on the Abolition 
of Capital Punishment in Warren, R. Island, next 
SATURDAY evening, and deliver two discourses 
next day. 


n~ea—vrernvv 0 0° OO OOOOeeOes OO henner 


Rects. to week ending December 6. 


New Ipswich, N. H.,R. K. Gould, $1.——~—Wes:- 
minster, Vt, N. G. Pierce, $1. Chelsea, Mass., 
B. R. Rogers, 18e———Northbridge, Mass., Caleb S. 
Sweet, 50c Groton, Mass., Rev. J. C. Smith, $1. 
Lindsley’s, Ken., L. R. Cornell, 25c——Kings- 
ton, Mass., Noah Prince, $1 Worcester, Mass., 
Sam). Griffin, $1 Saugus, Mass., C. M. Bond, 50c 





























Clintonville, Mass., S. Worthen, $1 Quincy, 
Mass., B. S. Clark, $1 Rockport, Wm. Young, 
$1——E. Greenwich, L. G. Eldredge, $1—— New 





Salem, Mass., Royal Whittaker, 25c Dana, Mass., 
Warren Hale, 25c Boston, F. King, 25¢; Josiah 
M. Haines, 25c; L. B. Drury, 25c; Mr. Ballantyne, 
4ic; Mr. Smith, 75¢; Mr. Strafford,41c; Mr. Han- 
cock, $1; Mr. Whiting, tlc; I. Allen, 42c; J. H. 
Temple, 60c; C. Mayo, $1; G. W. Haughton, 50c ; 
W. Hilliard, 81c; Chs. Sumner, $1. So. Danvers, 
Rufus Wyman, $1. 














MARRIED: 


In this city, on Thursday evening, by Rev. Mr. Ad- 
ams, Mr. Oliver Chandler, Jr.,to Miss Maria Denton. 

At Roxbury, 4th inst., by Rev. T. F. Caldicott, Mr. 
George Dove, Jr., to Miss Susan L, Nichols. 

At Sandwich, 3d inst,, by the Rev. E. Crafts, Joha 
S. Ballard, of Shrewsbury, (late of Boston,) to Mary 
Ann, youngest daughter of Col. Nathan B. Gibbs, of §. 








DIED: 


In this city, 30th ult., Mrs. Ann B. Akarman, for- 
merly of Portsmouth, N. H. 

In this city, 30th ult., Jane, daughter of the late Dea 
Daniel Bates. 

4th inst., Mrs. Abia] Bonner, 78. 

At Charlestown, 4th inst.,§ Lucinda, wife of Thomas 
J. Elliott, 38. 








” 
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From the Gospel Banner. 


THE NEIGHBOR. 


With oil and wine he cheers the drooping frame, 
Eyes to the blind and feet to all who're lame— 
A cup of water he can ne’er deny— 

He clothes the naked from his own supply ; 

A part he gives to all the needy poor, 

To the lone wanderer never shuts his door. 
What his kind heart designs, his hand performs, 
And if no aid can bless, kind words reform, 

Or sympathy removes a heavy load 

Of grief, or gently cheers the road 

Of duty, and relieves the toil-worn one 

Who wearily plods on,—and all is done 

Without a word of selfish commendation ; 

O, it is nought bnt kindly relaxation, 

When wearied nature and his own heart asks, 
In doing good, to cheer his many tasks— 

And great is his reward. To him is given, 
Sweet resignation when his heart is riven ; 
When friends depart, he has a Friend in Heaven, 
When earthly hope doth fail, a hope in Heaven ; 
The bread he cast returns, and lo! it seems 
More than abundant, and he truly deems 

A heav’nly hand bestows. For many days 
Perhaps his spirit droop’d ; no cheering rays 
Beamed on his stricken soul—but ne’er shall fail 
That well of God, and he has drank. No mail 
Or armor can securely guard, but charity 

Has nought to fear, for e’en an enemy 

Is changed by kindness to a warmer triend. 
Yes, it is blessed to give, or e’en to lend, 

And no one e’er repents of doing good— 

A little act of kindness brings a brood 

Of pleasant thoughts—and al! will him relieve 
Who ever keeps in mind, and doth believe 

The ‘Golden Rule,’ and acts upon the plan, 
And gives his all to help his fellow-man. 
When death at last shal! call him to his home, 
No doubt shall cloud but angels bid him come, 
And he will to his Maker joyful go, 

Leaving without a sigh the things below. 


Commutation of Punishment of Van Steenburgh 
and O'Conner. 


CONTINUED FROM FIRST PAGE. 

that the above named Edward O’Conner was convicted of murder 
by our verdict, on this Lith day of October 1845, at the Court of 
Oyer and Terminer now setting in and for the County of Delaware. 
He was charged with being one of the armed and disguised men 
present at the shooting of Osman N. Steele, late under Sheriff of the 
said County, ou the 7th day of August last. The proof was clear 
and positive that he was not one of those who shot. Atthe timeof 
the firing he was some three rods distant, and immediately quit the 
ground and retired back with others several rods, and, after a delay 
of some tweuty minutes, started in company with them for home,— 
The Court charged the jury that al! the armed and disguised persons, 
numbering some two hundred and forty, who were on the ground, 
engaged in the riot, were guilty of a felony, and therefore guilty of 
murder, and upon that charge we found the prisoner guilty, There 
was nothing in the evidence to warrant the belief that he anticipat- 
ed, encouraged, or approbated the firing, or killing of Steele, or any 
one else, or the horses. We believe he hadno murderous intention. 
His character from his youth up, with the exception of his partici- 
pation ‘in the affuir of the 7th of August, and occasionally having dis- 
guised before the law against disguising, passed the 28th January 
last, Was proven to have been good. He is about 25 years of age.— 
The evidence that he was among the disguised persons, on the 7th 
of August, was not positive. Under al! the cireamstances of this 
case, we believe that public justice would be better satisfied by a 
commutation of his punishment to imprisonment in the State Peni- 
tentiary, and we hereby earnestly recommend to your Excellency to 
interfere and save this man from the awful doom of death. 


Accompanying this statement from the eleven 
jurors was a letter from the twelfth, in ‘these 
words: 

* His Excellency Silas Wright, 
‘Governor of the State of New York 

‘ Sir,—Being called upon by the friends of Edward O'Conner, re- 
cently convicted of murder, at a Court of Oyer and Terminer, held 
by His Honor Judge JParker, at Delhi, Delaware County, to sign a 
petition to your Excellency for a commutation ofhis punishment in 
the State Prison for life, and being a juror in said Court and trial I 
cid not think proper, on account of something set forth in said pe- 
tition, to sign it with'a majority of my fellow jurors; and being 
willing and desirous that 2 commutation of punishment in the State 
Prison for life might be extended to him, I do cheerfully ask for the 
same, if Consisient with your Excellency’s views and prerogatives.’ 


This strong appeal of the jury, immediately 
upon the pronunciation of their verdict of guilty 
against this defendant, coupled with their distinct 
and unequivocal interpretation of the testimony 
in the case, upon all the material points, puts at 
rest any hope the public prosecutors may have 
entertained of satisfying the jury that O’Conner 
fired upon the murdered man. The statement is 
equally conclusive as to the opinion of the jury 
that no murderous intention governed O'Conner 
upon that occasion. 

This statement, it is true, is signed by eleven 
only of the jurors, but as the twelfth concurs 
fully with the eleven in their recommendation of 
the commutation of the sentence, though with- 
out pointing out wherein he dissents from the 
paper signed by the eleven, it is fair to infer that 
he adopts such constructions of the evidence up- 
on the material points as are essential to the con- 
ciusion in which all unite. 

I feel constrained to state that, but for this 
strong communication from the jurors, | could 
not have put so favorable a construction upon the 
evidence in this case, as this statement compe!s 
me to give to it; and it would not have been 
without serious difficulty that I should have dis- 
covered an authority to interfere and arrest the 
execution of this sentence. 

How far I may be right in permitting this state- 
ment of the jurors, made without oath, so mate- 


rially to modify the influence upon my action of 
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lict upon oath. has been 1s ques- 
tion with me, and may be wit! but I 
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been able to convince myself that I have 
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have not 
right to deny to the stat 
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ment iui authority, 
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as truly expressing the 
the testimony particularly stated; and yielding so 
much to it, brings this conviction upon the same 


disbeliefs of 


rors who have signed it upon cé rtain points of 
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legal ground, upon which my own conclusions, 
from the report of the judge, have placed that of 
| Van Steenburgh. 

Lhe conduct of these jurors, in the jury box, 
| being as they were citizeus of the same county, 
and entertaining, of course, the sympathies ot 
| citizens for their fellow-citizens and neighbors ; 
,the firmness with which they pronounced their 
verdicts upon the law and the faets, regardless of 
| Consequences to themselves or others, has given 
; to their subsequent statements, in both of these 
eases, a greatly increased weight, in my mind. 

The personal standing, and claims to favor of 
this defendant, are very different from those of 
| Van Steenburgh. He is older by four years; has 
(a fairedueation; is intelligent, shrewd and ex- 
iperienced beyond the average of young men of 
his years and in his circumstances and condition 
of life. He has too, held leading situations among 
the disguised men, and was elected a chief by a 
‘small band of them, whom in that capacity he led 
| to the place of the sale, onthe very morning of 
ithe murder. Yet it does not appear that he act- 
‘ed as a chief upon the ground, nor that he has 
‘been in disguise, previous to this occasion, since 
ithe passage of the law making it a crime to appear 
‘disguised and armed. 

Inasmuch, however, as I consider his case 
placed, by the statements of the jurors to which 
I have referred, and which I have copied, upon 
| the same legal footing with that of Van Steen- 


burgh, I cannot find enough in the difference be- 





| will avoid all pretext for complaint that inequal- 





tween the personal standing and influence of this 
defendant and Van Steenburgh to authorize me 
| to insist upon the execution of this sentence, if I 
|interfere to arrest the execution of the other. 

Considering the two cases again together, 
therefore, and as standing upon the same footing | 
for the purpose of my action, I am bound to as: | 
sume that these defendants are not among those 
who fired upon the lamented Steele, and that | 
their guilt consists in their being present, armed 
and disguised, resisting the sheriff, which made | 
them parties to the commission of the felony, and 
in that was legally guilty of the murder. 

There are those who did fire, who did actually 
commit that cruel murder; and there are those 
who did lead, command and control that flagrant 
proceeding. 
| It is because these defendants are not proved 
to have borne these relations to that daring crime, 
jthat the juries who tried them so strongly urge 
the commutation of their sentences. And it is 
upon this ground, as uniformly expressed, that 
so many of the citizens of the State urge the 
same interposition. Upon this point there has 
been a harmony and a sirength of expression, 
very seldom witnessed upon a similar question. 
The feeling seems to be almost universal, that 
while so many were guilty of the actual killing of 
the lamented Steele, and so many more were prin- 
cipals in urging on, commanding and directing 
those who were so guilty, a punishment in the State 
Prison for life is a sufficient degree of severity to 
be exercised towards those, who stand in the 
second degree of moral guilt, as only parties to the 
felony which Jaid the foundation for the murder. 

In speaking of the public expression, I refer 
more especially to that, proceeding from the 
counties removed from the excitements which 
have brought about this insurrection; and from 
citizens of the highest standing and respectabili- 
ty; all of whom have a deep stake in the preser- 
vation of public order; and many of whom are 
directly and deeply interested in the very con- 
troversies, Which have led to these crimes.— 
That a strong feeling of sympathy for these de- 
fendants should have prevailed in the counties 
pervaded by these excitements, and a strong ex- 
pression in their favor should have come from 
them, were results to be anticipated ; but that, 
from the counties where there has been but one 
opinion and one voice in relation to these dis- 
iturbances; where all resistance to the law has 
ibeen viewed with unqualified disfavor; where 
ithis murder has been universally looked upon as 
the most aggravated offence in our whole calendar 
of crime, a united voice in favor of the commuta- 
‘tion of the sentences of these defendants should 
‘be expressed, was not so naturally to have been 
expected. Yet such has been the fact in numer- 
ous instances; and it proves most clearly to me 
that, while the published reports of these pro- 
ceedings, and especially of these trials, have been 

anxiously scrutinized, and while the disposition 
;and determination to sustain the law and punish 
crime are in no degree yielded, there is a jealous 
care that no appearance of undue or unjust sever- 
ity in executfng the law shall afford a cloak or 
apology for future violations. 
Thirteen persons are already undergoing their 
punishment in the State Prison for this crime, 
four under sentence for life, and nine, for terms 
|varying from seven toten years. In classifica- 
tion, these defendants are supposed to stand with 
| the thirteen, and it seems to be considered that 
'their punishments should be assimilated to the 
‘their class, and the extreme pun- 
|ishment of the law be reserved for those, ieee 
moral as well as legal guilt is without mitigation. 
This course, it is confidently asserted, will best 
promote the cause of law and order, because it 
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HANG MAN. 


ity, or injustice, has characterized the execution 
of the law. 

li 1 had not found the statements of the jurors 
in these cases, and especially in the case of O’- 
Conner, controlling upon my action in this mat- 
ter, these wide spread and strong expressions ofa 
sound and unprejudiced public opinion, formed 
from a careful examination of the testimony in 
the cases, as publibly reported, recommending as 
they do the same commutations of the punish- 
ments, would have added great weight to those 
statements. ‘The disposition, apparent upon the 
face of these expressions, to sustain the law, 
with the least practicable degree of rigor, and to 
try the effect of lenity rather than severity, 
wherever there is a ground for reasonable ques- 
tion as to the eflect of the one or the other, up- 
onthe disturbed portion of the public mind, is 
worthy of an intelligent and patriotic people ; and 
should have weight with their agents in the ad- 
ministration of the laws. 

In addition to these reasons, inclining my mind 
towards the commutation of these sentences, four 
of the county Judges, who were members of the 
Oyer and ‘l'erminer, at the time of the trials of 
these defendants, have, with a feeling honorable 
to their characters as judges, communicated to 
me the fact that they have been solicited to sign 
petitions for the commutation of these sentences, 
and have declined to do so, not because their 
minds were made up in favor of the execution 
of the defendants, but because they did not con- 





sider it proper or expedient that they should in- 
terfere with the sentences of the court in that 
way. They state that their information, as to 





conclusions | 
from those evidences; and thaé their impres- | 


| sions, derived from the trials, would leave them | 


called upon to give any; but they feel it to be 
their duty to advise me that, if my sense of pub- 
lie duty, from all the facts before me, shall lead 
me to the conclusion to commute the sentences, | 
they shall most cheerfully concur in that decision. 
The remaining judge was absent from the State 
and could not be consulted. 

I regret to be compelled to say that the evi- 
dences before me do not authorise the belief that 
all disposition to resist the law has been surren- 
dered; and I have no right to hope that there 
are not those, in the excited counties, who will 
seek to make the commutation of these senten- 
ces the foundation for new encouragement to their 
deluded followers, who have been engaged in op- 
! will hope that such | 
efforts will be confined to the few, and that the | 
many, who have been deceived and led away by 
unprincipled leaders and demagogues, have al- 
ready seen enough of the unmixed evil of their 
unlawful course, to satisfy them that neither 
wealth, nor happiness, nor liberty, nor security 
are to be found in that direction. 

If, however, this reasonable expectation shall 
be disappointed, and the commutation of these 
sentences shall be made an encouragement to 
farther crimes, the public, as well as those en- 
trusted with the execution of the laws, will be 
consoled by the reflection that lenient means 
were tried and spurned, before the rule of ex- 
tremest severity is adopted as the only alterna- 
tive. 

I have been urged to find a ground for com- 
muting these sentences, in the consideration that 
the offences are political, and therefore entitled 
to a different, and more lenient treatment, than 
ordinary offences of similar grades. Yo my mind 
this consideration presents no meliorated aspect 
of this murder. If I could, in my classification, 
call this insurrection, commenced and prosecu- 
ted to resist the collection of admitted debts, a 
rebellion, or attempt at revolution of the State 
government, I should find, 1 fear, much more 
room to add the crime of treason to the catalogue 
already made up, than to discover a ground for 
indulgence in its political character. 

The other considerations, however, which I 
have presented, have induced me, not without 
much hesitation, to conclude that the commuta- 
tion of these sentences may be more beneficial to 
the cause of law and order, than the execution 
of the defendants. If I have not mistaken that 
point, my public duty is plain and its performance 
in entire accordance with the personal feelings 
which must prevail with every citizen. But for 
a firm belief in its imperious necessity, no one 
would desire a public execution, and when there 
appears to be even an equal probability that a 
mitigated punishment may produce equally salu- 
tary results upon the great interests of society 
involved, a trial of the lenient course would 
seem to me to be alike the dictate of duty and 
inclination. 

I have, therefore, decided to commute the 
sentences of the prisoners in your custody, John 
Van Steenburgh and Edward O'Conner, from that 
of death, pronounced by the court, to that of 





terms of their respective nautural lives, and I 
shall send you herewith the necessary papers to 





authorize you to transport them to, and deliver 
them at the proper prison. 
Iam very respectfully, your ob’t serv’t. 
SILAS WRIGHT. 
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£ sricut ont.—The brightest little chap, for 
his size and age, that we ever saw, was one 
whom we lately came across torturing ex-tad. 
poles in a spring upon a road-side in New Jer. 
sey, altogether out of ‘ sight and hearing’ of any 
human habitation. / 

Man is a talking animal, and he must talk.— 
So we, having not had an opportunity of ex. 
changing a word witha fellow mortal for two 
hours, couldn’t resist the temptation of talking to 
this little bare-headed and bare-footed brat. 

‘Where do you live, my son?’ inquired we, 
just as he had stirred up a big buil-frog from the 
mud with a mullen stock. 

‘I don’t live no where only at home.’ 

‘ Where is your home?’ 

‘Over the hill, next house to Mr. Waggoner’s.’ 

‘ Have you parents living?’ 

‘ What’s them?’ 

‘I mean have you a father and a mother ”’ 

‘Yes sir, but pap’s went dead a good while, 
and mother says she won't stand it, ‘cause it’s 
too hard work.’ : 

‘What work does she do?’ 

‘ Milk the cow and all sorts o’things. 

‘Is your mother a pious woman—a good chris- 
tian ?’ 

‘ No, sir—she’s a Dutebman |’ 

Here the litte genius went to stirring up the 
frogs again, as much as to say ‘dont disturb me 


’ 


the recommendations of the respective juries, and with further interrogation; and so we left him. 


| as to the expressions of the public judgment, is 


N.Y. Mercury 


A good story is told of Professor Humphrey, 
of Amherst College. One morning betore reci- 
tation, some of the students fastened a live goose 
on the President’s chair. When he entered the 
room and discovered the new occupant of his 
seat, he turned upon his hee! and coolly ob- 
served—‘ Gentlemen, I perceive vou have a com. 
petent instructor, and I will, therefore leave you 
to your studies.’ 





Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. 


UST Published,—Thoughts on the Death-Penalty. 
J By Cuartes C. Burren. For sale by Beis 
Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill.—Also, Essays on the Pun- 
ishment of Death.’ By Charles Spear. Price 62 cts. 
ane ices of Jesus by the same author. Price $1. 
t 





{ge OR THREE BOARDERS WANTED.—Toie 
subscriber would be glad to accommodate two or 
three boarders at his house, 24 London street. 

dec 3 CH’S. SPEAR. 





Titles of Jesus. 
By Cnuarces Spear. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price $1 


1 ee work has received high commendations bot! 
in this country and in Europe. We subjoin afew 
notices from abroad. 


From the Enquirer, London. 


‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied \ 
Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether 
eighty. Each of these he explains and’ illustrates 
practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable, 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but i 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
teemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock o! 
practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres- 
sing our approbation of iis prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our hope that it wil] meet with a wel- 
come amongst us.” 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 


‘We recommend this work to Christian families as 
a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devotions. 
exercises, Werecommend it to congregational libra- 
ries, as a work that will seldom be allowed to res! 
upon the shelves. We recommend it to Sunday- 
school teachers as one of the best manuals we know, 
for rational explanation, and for practical lessons o! 


piety and morality. And since it ‘s one of the goodly | 


fashions of the present day for all persons who woul 
aspire to any degree of literary taste, to display lite- 
rary ornaments on their drawing-room tables, we can 
confidently recommend it for this purpose too. In 
typography, paper, and binding, it is beautifully got 
up. It contains fine engravings by an eminent Ame- 
rican artist. And if visitors have occasionally to wai 
a few minutes for the appearance of the mistress o! 
the house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “‘ Names and Titles of Jesus.”’ 


Froin the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design. No one. can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
sons to differ from the writer, he must stil] admire ! 
power of moral discrimination, and feel at one wit! 
his Jove and veneration of the character of Christ. 

This work is not in the trade, but it is published and 
sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Rriggs, 
403 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 
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